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Dr. Marleen H.J. van den Horst is a partner in the IP & Technology Department of the Dutch law firm 
BarentsKrans. She is head of the firm’s Healthcare & Life Sciences Industry Group. 
 
Marleen has over 20 years of experience in litigating and coordinating multi-jurisdictional patent cases. 
She is internationally renowned for having successfully represented clients in many patent disputes in 
all fields of technology: mechanical engineering, life sciences, chemistry and high tech/telecoms.  
 
Marleen has acted as lead counsel in patent/SPC and regulatory proceedings and/or has advised clients 
in respect of many blockbuster molecules, like (es)omeprazole, alendronate, (es)citalopram, 
glatiramer acetate, trastuzumab, rivastigmine, zoledronate, lenalidomide, rituximab, tadalafil, 
ezetimibe/simvastatin,CRISPR-Cas9 technology, dasatinib, pemetrexed, everolimus and, in the last 
year, e.g. sitagliptin, tecfidera, apixaban, bevacizumab, deferasirox and fingolimod.  
 
Marleen is a leader in pharma & life sciences, having an in depth knowledge of the sector as a whole. 
She is recognized as “leading IP-practitioner” by WIPR Leaders Guide 2022. According to Legal 500 
2021 “Marleen van den Horst is highly skilled and highly experienced. She is deeply engaged in the 
cases handled by her team, stimulating excellence. Her team has a strong “can-do” approach.’ 
‘Marleen van den Horst is incredibly well connected and respected, a skillful strategist and great person 
to work with’.” According to Chambers 2022: Clients appreciate that she is “straight to the point in 
addressing client needs” and expands that she “doesn’t get lost in non-relevant things“. 
 
In the field of mechanical engineering, Marleen has recently represents  e.g. Rollepaal  (RPFlow) 
regarding equipment for manufacturing PVC-O pipe systems. She has represented Ciel & Terre in PI 
proceedings to enforce its patent on floating photovoltaic (solar) installations.   
 
In the field of high tech & telecoms Marleen e.g. advises on the European litigation strategy for 
enforcing SEP patents and on FRAND-related issues. She is co-lead counsel in preparing the Dutch 
chapter of pan European telecoms SEP litigation. 
 
Apart from contentious work, Marleen assists clients in negotiating and drafting licences, technology 
transfer and supply & distribution agreements on a national and international level. She gives pro bono 
patent and other legal advice to the NeoKidney Foundation (an initiative of the Dutch Kidney 
Foundation) regarding the development of an artificial portable kidney. 
 
Marleen holds a Doctorate  from VU University Amsterdam. She  is a frequent speaker at (inter)national 
conferences on patent/SPC topics, like ERA’s annual EU Pharmaceutical law Conference, LESI, EPLAW, 
World IP Forum, Fordham etc. 


