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Michael is the Head of the Intellectual Property Group at Gilbert + Tobin and one of the firm’s 
senior litigators. 
 
He has a wide-ranging practice that spans IP litigation, complex disputes (particularly 
software), product liability, entertainment, media, technology (data protection and cyber 
security) and innovation.  
 
His IP litigation experience covers the spectrum of copyright infringement, trade secrets, 
trade mark infringement, false advertising, anti-counterfeiting and patent litigation – and he 
has run leading cases in each area of IP. 
 
Michael has a leading ranking in major legal directories (Chambers and Partners, Legal 500, 
Best Lawyers and Doyles). In 2019 he was named Intellectual Property Partner of the Year at 
the Australian Lawyers Weekly Partner of the Year Awards. In 2020 the team he leads was 
named Intellectual Property Team of the Year at the 20th Lawyers Weekly Australian Law 
Awards (for the third time in the last 6 years). 
 
He has substantial trial experience in State Courts and in the Federal Court and has run 
numerous appeals, including several before the High Court of Australia. He recently acted for 
the successful appellant in Calidad Pty Ltd v Seiko Epson Corporation [2020] HCA before the 
High Court, which resulted in a landmark judgment on the rights of repair and modification 
of patented products and the recognition of the doctrine of exhaustion for the first time in 
112 years under Australia law.  
 
Michael is widely published on IP law, including patents, copyright and cross-border IP 
disputes. His most recent paper is “Patenting Software Inventions, Abstract Ideas, and 
Judicial Characterisation: The Shift Away from Recognising Patentability of Computer 
Software in Australia after Encompass, Rokt and Aristocrat” (2020) 30 AIPJ 182. 
 
Michael holds degrees in Economics and Law (First Class Honours, prize list) from the 
University of Sydney.  His professional memberships include INTA, the ABA, AISA, Copyright 
Society of Australia and IPSANZ. 

 


