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Kevin McGough is a highly experienced biopharmaceutical IP counsel whose accomplishments include advising a 
start-up from its inception through IPO, restructuring of two IP groups that yielded multimillion-dollar savings, 
due diligence representation of leading healthcare companies, successful resolution of numerous patent litigations 
of material importance to Shire and Merck, award-winning work on numerous corporate divestitures, 
establishment of two trademark groups and founding of a successful solo practice that was recognized as a leading 
due diligence boutique. His extensive work experience in Switzerland and Germany is complemented by German 
study at the Goethe Institut. 
 
Currently, Kevin is Vice President-Intellectual Property at Takeda, where he leads attorneys and paralegals based 
in Boston, Zürich and Tokyo. In 2020, he received a Takeda Achievement Award for his IP work on several post-
Shire acquisition divestments worth billions of dollars. At Takeda, Kevin manages rare disease patent portfolios 
and related agreements, deals with the IP due diligence on various targets, and handles a global biotech patent 
dispute pending in U.S., German, and U.K. courts and the EPO. He also heads Takeda’s global trademark group. 
Before its acquisition by Takeda, Kevin served as Vice President-Intellectual Property at Shire. His post-Baxalta 
merger restructuring of Shire’s IP group yielded multimillion-dollar savings, an achievement that was 
acknowledged by a 2016 Shire Corporate Excellence Award. At Shire, Kevin defeated district court and IPR 
challenges to rare disease patents that protected hundreds of millions of dollars in annual sales. He negotiated 
patent litigation settlements of material benefit to several franchises. Further, he managed extensive patent 
portfolios and related licenses, handled the IP components of Shire’s oncology business (including its sale), and 
was responsible for the IP due diligence on over twenty license and acquisition targets. Kevin represented Shire 
twice in Congressional meetings involving IP legislation. 
 
Prior to Takeda and Shire, Kevin founded a successful solo IP practice that was recognized by Intellectual Property 
Law & Business magazine as a leading biopharma due diligence boutique. In this practice, he represented a wide 
variety of clients, including three of the world’s largest pharmaceutical companies, in numerous acquisitions and 
licensing deals. Before founding his solo practice, Kevin served as Assistant Counsel at Merck, where his 
achievements included victories in the leading cases Merck v. Kessler (which preserved patent term restoration 
rights worth over a billion dollars) and Merck v. GSK (which upheld the foundational IP for Merck’s varicella 
franchise). His licensing work included the extension of certain vaccine rights that became a key part of Merck’s 
business. His successful litigation and settlement of numerous generic challenges protected the ophthalmic and 
internal medicine businesses of Merck. Kevin joined Merck after three years as an associate attorney at Kenyon & 
Kenyon and Morgan & Finnegan.   
 
Kevin completed the Executive Education course Finance and Accounting for the Non-Financial Manager at the 
Wharton School of Business, University of Pennsylvania. He appears regularly as a panelist on patent law topics at 
the Fordham Law School Annual Intellectual Property Law & Policy Conference and the IP Roundtables for Life 
Sciences. He has published in leading law reviews, including the Harvard Journal of Law & Technology and the 
Food Drug Cosmetic Law Journal. He has served twice as an expert witness in the federal district courts on issues 
relating to pharmaceutical patent law and FDA exclusivity. 
 
Kevin is a member of the bars of New York, New Jersey, U.S. Patent & Trademark Office, U.S. Supreme Court, 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit and U.S. District Courts (New York, New Jersey), and is a registered 
In-House Counsel (Massachusetts). 

 


