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The Hon Justice Stephen Burley was appointed to the Federal Court of Australia on 23 May 
2016. 

His Honour graduated from the University of Sydney in Arts and Law and was admitted as a 
legal practitioner in 1987. He was subsequently awarded a Master of Laws from the London 
School of Economics and Political Science, in the United Kingdom. He was awarded an 
Associate in Music, Australia (AMusA) by the Australian Music Examinations Board in 1982. 

Justice Burley practised at the Bar from 5 Wentworth Chambers, Sydney, from 1993 until 
2016. He was appointed Senior Counsel in 2007. Whilst at the Bar, his Honour practised in 
commercial law, specialising in patent, copyright, trade mark, designs and confidential 
information cases. He also appeared in cases involving trade practices, competition and 
consumer law, and administrative law. Many of his Honour’s patent cases involved 
pharmaceutical, telecommunications or other high technology subject matter. 

Justice Burley hears cases in the Federal Court across a range of areas including intellectual 
property (including patents, trade marks, copyright and designs), administrative law, 
admiralty, commercial and corporations, and native title. His Honour is a national 
coordinating judge in the intellectual property practice area of the Federal Court. He is also 
a member of the editorial board of the Intellectual Property Society of Australia & New 
Zealand Intellectual Property Forum publication. 

His Honour regularly contributes to publications and events hosted by the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation, an agency of the United Nations tasked with leading the 
development of a balanced and effective international IP system. In this regard he is the 
series editor for the World Intellectual Property Organisation’s Intellectual Property Bench 
Books for the Philippines and Viet Nam. 

His Honour also gives presentations and publishes on intellectual property subjects in 
Australia and abroad. 

 


