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Joel Smith focuses upon intellectual property litigation and also IP in the context 
of global transactions and commercial IP arrangements/technology transfer. 

Joel has nearly 25 years of experience in intellectual property practice and 
expertise across both contentious and non-contentious IP, with heavyweight trial, 
deal and strategic counselling experience.  He has acted in a number of reported 
IP cases in the UK IPEC, High Court, Court of Appeal and Privy Council from 
patents, trade marks, copyright, designs, database rights, trade secrets to 
confidential information. He is often called upon to advise clients strategically, 
with a view to achieving a mutually satisfactory commercial resolution without the 
need for litigation and has mediated a number of cases.  He covers a number of 
key industry sectors from consumer products and retail, media, life sciences and 
agribusiness, energy, financial services and automotive.  He has a keen interest in 
digital and other online media issues. 

Joel is the lead partner in the IP Group for non-contentious work and he has led on 
most major deals over the last 15 years.  He focuses upon M&A transactions, 
projects and other major commercial IP arrangements, particularly complex 
commercial licensing and tech transfer arrangements.  He also advises upon the 
content and brand aspects of media acquisitions.   Joel has led a number of 
technology-heavy projects and transactions, with a focus on patented technology, 
where technology transfer and patent licensing is a significant part of the deal, as 
well as commercial contracts for R&D, collaboration, supply and distribution 
arrangements. 

He has specialist expertise in plant biotech involving plant breeders’ rights, 
patents, royalty-collection schemes and GMOs, recognised as the leading 
practitioner in the UK in this niche area. He is well placed to advise upon any 
major issue that arises, having worked with most major seed/biotech companies. 

He has worked in Hong Kong, Milan and, most recently, in Sydney, whilst seconded 
to the IP team in Australia. 


