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Peter Ruess is a full professor of law with International School of Management in 
Frankfurt, Germany, one of the leading private business schools in Germany. He is 
also a partner of ARNOLD RUESS, a boutique IP firm in Dusseldorf, Germany. Prior to 
this, Professor Ruess has been with Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, specializing 
in intellectual property, namely trademark and unfair competition law, IP litigation, 
product launches and licensing work. The Duesseldorf Bar Association awarded him 
the title of “Fachanwalt” (certified specialist) for intellectual property law. 
Professor Ruess is highly recommended for his area of expertise by all major 
rankings including Chambers, Legal 500, MIP IP Stars, WTR 1000, JUVE handbook on 
German commercial law firms, Best Lawyers and Who’s Who Legal. His clients range 
from innovative medium-sized entities to Fortune 500. 

Professor Ruess pursued his law and supplementary business studies at the 
Universities of Bayreuth (Germany) and Vienna (Austria). He  holds a law degree and 
a German S.J.D. (Dr. jur.) from Bayreuth University and a Masters Degree in 
Intellectual Property Law from the George Washington University Law School in 
Washington DC where he was awarded the Thelma Weaver Memorial Award for 
outstanding contributions to the academic life of the school. While being an LL.M. 
student, Professor Ruess served as a legal extern to the Hon. Randall R. Rader at the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. He is a frequent speaker at 
national and international events. Besides being a regular speaker at Fordham since 
2005, he has given presentations in various German venues as well as in Belgium, 
China, Dubai, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Switzerland, the UK and 
the United States. He has authored or co-authored over 70 publications in legal 
journals.


