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WIPO proposed Broadcasters’ Treaty

• Update 1961 Rome Convention
• 20+ years of discussion
• Complexities
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Phase I

• Mid-90s: initial SCCR discussion
• 1997 Manila symposium
• Early 2000s
– Multiple text proposals
– US: “casting” treaty 
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Phase II
• 2006: General Assemblies mandate

• “The scope of the Treaty will be confined to the protection of 
broadcasting and cablecasting organizations in the traditional sense,” 
“on a signal-based approach.”

• 2007: Chair’s draft bridging proposal

• 2007-2012
• Multiple text proposals
• Presentations and seminars
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Phase III
• 2013: Suggested “single right” approach

• “Broadcasting organizations shall have the exclusive right of authorizing the retransmission of their programme-carrying signal to 
the public by any means.” 

• 2013-18: Technical discussions and presentations

• 2018: New U.S. proposal: single right plus flexibility
• “Any Contracting Party may, in a notification deposited with the Director General of WIPO, declare that it will apply the 

provisions of Article (1)(i) only to certain retransmissions, or that it will limit their application in some other way, provided that 
the Contracting Party affords adequate and effective protection to broadcasting organizations against the retransmission of their 
programme-carrying signals to the public by any means, without their authorization, through a combination of the right provided 
for in Artidcle (1)(i) and copyright or related rights.”  

• 2019: SCCR recommendation:
• “In view of the steady progress made in recent SCCR sessions, the GA invites the SCCR to continue its work towards convening a 

diplomatic conference for the adoption of a treaty on the protection of broadcasting organizations, aiming for 2020/2021, 
subject to Member States reaching consensus in the SCCR on the fundamental issues, including specific scope, object of 
protection, and rights to be granted.” 
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Implications for the multilateral 
system
• Continued important role of multilateral 

negotiations
• Blurred lines between positions of 

developed and developing countries
• Transformation of traditional categories and 

concepts
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