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Maria Strong serves as Deputy Director of Policy and International Affairs at 
the U.S. Copyright Office.  The Office of Policy and International Affairs (PIA) 
assists the Register of Copyrights in advising the U.S. Congress and executive 
branch agencies on domestic and international copyright policy matters.  PIA works 
closely with congressional offices on domestic copyright legislation and policy 
matters, including by providing technical advice on legislative copyright proposals.  
On the international front, PIA represents the Copyright Office in U.S. government 
delegations at meetings and trade negotiations on copyright issues with foreign 
governments as well as before international organizations such as the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).   

 
Ms. Strong works on issues related to the intersection of domestic law and 

foreign trade/intellectual property policy.  She supervises the office’s international 
copyright work in scores of countries.  She has served on the interagency teams 
involved in the free trade agreement negotiations as well as FTA implementation 
efforts, the annual Special 301 process, various country reviews before the World 
Trade Organization, and copyright-related policy activities in other trade fora.  She 
is involved in PIA’s work in the congressional copyright review process and 
contributed to the Office’s 2016 report on the making available right in the United 
States.  PIA currently is working on a study on the moral rights of attribution and 
integrity in the United States and a study on the impact and effectiveness of the 
DMCA safe harbors in section 512.       

 
Ms. Strong joined the Copyright Office as Senior Counsel for Policy and 

International Affairs in October 2010 and also served as Acting General Counsel in 
April-July 2013 before her January 2015 appointment to her current position.  
Before joining the Office, she served 19 years in private law practice in Washington, 
D.C. where she represented companies and associations in the media, technology 
and entertainment sectors, providing legal analyses and policy advocacy on global 
and domestic issues involving copyright law, enforcement, trade policy and e-
commerce.  She earned her law degree from the George Washington University Law 
School, and completed her graduate work at the Annenberg School for 
Communications at the University of Southern California and her undergraduate 
degree in communication studies at UCLA.  
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