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As counsel to the Senate Judiciary Committee, in-house counsel to two leading trade associations 
and in private practice representing trade associations, legislative coalitions, Fortune 500 
companies and individual clients, Mr. Klipper has been involved in myriad legal and legislative 
issues primarily in the areas of copyright and constitutional law.  Currently, Mr. Klipper 
represents the American Society of Media Photographers with respect to the House Judiciary 
Committee’s ongoing review of the 1976 Copyright Act, in general, and the congressional effort to 
create a small claims copyright tribunal, in particular. 
 
Copyright Issues 
 
Throughout his legal career, Mr. Klipper has represented clients before Congress and federal 
agencies on copyright legislative issues. His interest in copyright legislation traces back to his 
work as counsel to the Senate Judiciary Committee when he became immersed in the first 
wholesale revision of the U.S. copyright law in 67 years. Since his time on the Senate Judiciary 
Committee staff, Mr. Klipper has been involved in many of the myriad efforts to amend the 1976 
Copyright Act both as counsel to two leading trade associations—the Motion Picture Association 
of America and the Association of American Publishers—and in private practice. Among the 
legislative issues he has worked on are creation of a small claims copyright court, scope of 
criminal penalties for copyright infringement, copyright renewal, the response to the Supreme 
Court’s Betamax decision, the implementation of the Berne Copyright Convention, the Digital 
Millennium Copyright Act, pre-emption of contracts under Sec. 301 of the copyright law, fair use 
of unpublished works, legal protections for databases, and state immunity from money damages 
in copyright cases.   
 
Constitutional Law Issues 
 
Since his days as a lawyer on the Senate Judiciary Committee, Mr. Klipper has been immersed in 
constitutional law matters. While on the Hill, he was deeply involved in consideration of 
numerous federal laws, most prominently the landmark 1982 Voting Rights Act. After entering 
private practice, he helped devise the constitutional arguments undergirding proposed legislation 
he championed with respect to the aforementioned sovereign immunity and database protection 
issues. He has also co-authored briefs amicus curiae in response to constitutional challenges to 
various provisions of the Copyright Act—Eldred v, Ashcroft (constitutionality of 1998 Copyright 
Term Extension Act) and Golan v. Holder (constitutionality of copyright restoration provisions). 
Previously, he co-authored friend of court briefs supporting the constitutionality of the CRCA, as 
well as federal laws abrogating sovereign immunity in patent and trademark cases. 
 
Bar Membership and Education Member of the District of Columbia, New York, Massachusetts 
and U.S. Supreme Court bars. Cum laude graduate of Syracuse University and the George 
Washington Law School where he was a member of the Law Review and the Order of the Coif.  
L.L.M. from Harvard Law School. 


