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Nick practices in all areas of intellectual property law as well as in commercial disputes and 
competition law. He was appointed as Standing Counsel for the Comptroller General of Patents 
Designs and Trade Marks in 2014 and in that capacity regularly represents the UK Government before 
the English appeal courts and the UK in references to the Court of Justice. In addition to his work on 
behalf of the Government he has a busy practice for commercial parties. He is recommended as a 
leading barrister in intellectual property and information technology by Chambers and Partners and 
the Legal 500 and was nominated earlier this year for IP barrister of the year.  

Some recent cases in which he has appeared include: 

A substantial trade secrets arbitration in connection with the chemicals industry; Arbitrations relating 
to the licensing of standard essential patents in which he has acted on behalf of a number of large 
manufacturers of mobile phone chipsets and licensors of patents; Unwired Planet v Google, Samsung 
and Huawei; BASCA v Secretary of State for Business Innovation and Skills (judicial review concerning 
the UK’s private copying legislation); Cadbury v Comptroller (validity of Cadbury’s trade mark for the 
colour purple); Comic Enterprises v 20th Century Fox (law relating to series trade marks, now on 
appeal to the Supreme Court); Epshtein v Comptroller (plausibility in pharma patent applications); 
Merck v Comptroller (SPC appeal, referred to the CJEU last July by Arnold J); Flynn Pharma v DrugsRUs 
(Court of Appeal, parallel imports and rebranding of goods); Speciality European Pharma v Doncaster 
(Court of Appeal, parallel imports and rebranding); Gloucester Place v Duran Duran (reversionary 
copyright under s.203 of the US Copyright Act and whether that can be subverted by an English law 
agreement). 

His recent cases before the CJEU and EFTA Court include: 

C-610/15 Stichting Brein (communication to the public in connection with The Pirate Bay and 
injunctions on ISPs); C-174/15, VOB v Stichting Leenrech (lending of e-books); C-490/14, Freistaat 
Bayern v Verlag Esterbauer (whether maps are protectable under sui generis database right); C-
215/14, Nestle v Cadbury (3d trade mark for the shape of the Kit Kat chocolate bar and evidence 
needed to establish acquired distinctiveness); C-125/14, Iron & Smith v Unilever (reputation in the 
community for EU trade marks); C-577/13, Actavis v Boehringer (SPCs and ‘sole subject matter of the 
invention’); C-419/13, Art & All Posters v Stichting Pictoright (distribution right in the context of 
creation of reproductions of famous artworks); C-345/13, Karen Millen (EU design right); C-205/13, 
Hauck v Stokke (3d trade marks); C-466/12, Svensson v Retreiver (communication to the public); C-
360/13, PRCA v NLA (defence of transient and incidental copying); E-5/16, Norwegian Board of 
Intellectual Property Rights (3d trade marks and whether it is against public policy to use trade marks 
to provide protection of well known art works where copyright has expired); E-16/14, Pharmaq v 
Intervet (SPCs and interaction with Medicinal Products Directive); C-405/15P Group Nivells (sui generis 
designs, meaning of ‘sector concerned’ in article 7(1)). 


