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Nicola Dagg leads Allen & Overy’s IP Litigation practice in London and is 

chair of our global life sciences group.  Whilst a significant proportion of her 

work involves the enforcement and licensing of patents, she has also acted on 

numerous disputes involving trade marks, copyright, designs breach of 

confidence and regulatory issues in the life sciences sector.  Nicola has deep 

experience in the legal and commercial aspects of pharmaceutical and bio-tech 

matters. 

Nicola is currently leading a team of Allen & Overy lawyers from London, 

Paris and Munich in representing Warner-Lambert Company LLC (part of the 

Pfizer Inc. group of companies) in seeking to enforce their second medical use 

patent which protects the blockbuster Lyrica® product when used for the 

treatment of pain.  Lyrica® was Pfizer’s biggest product in 2013 with 

worldwide sales of almost USD4.6 billion.   

The case involves multiple parallel proceedings, which have led to several 

Court hearings, one of which involved a high profile decision from Arnold J. 

on the interpretation of Swiss form claims in an interim enforcement context - 

the first of its kind in England.  As part of a broader enforcement strategy, 

we are also advising our client in relation to on-going negotiations with a large 

range of industry and public bodies as part of the enforcement process, 

including the Department of Health, various NHS bodies (in England, Wales, 

Scotland and Northern Ireland), clinical software providers, and several 

pharmacy and clinical bodies.  Our client issued an application against 

National Health Service England (NHSE) - acting as an intermediary under the 

Cartier v BSkyB line of case law - seeking prescribing by brand for the 

patented indication.  The High Court of Justice in London ordered NHSE to 

issue central guidance for healthcare professionals on how to deal with the 

position surrounding the partial loss of patent exclusivity for Lyrica® on 

February 26th.  This High Court ruling provides much-needed clarity for 

prescribers and pharmacists on how to deal with second medical use 

patents and is precedent setting in English law. 

Nicola is ranked as a leading IP partner in Chambers UK, Legal 500, IAM 

Patent 1000, Who’s Who Legal 100 and Super Lawyers (also as one of the top 

50 women lawyers).  She was nominated in the ‘Best in Patent’ category at the 

Euromoney European Women in Business Awards 2014. 
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