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Professional Profile 

Ken Adamo is a partner in the Intellectual Property group in Kirkland's Chicago and New York 
offices. His practice focuses on all areas of intellectual property law, particularly including patent, 
copyright, unfair competition, trade secrets, and related antitrust matters. Ken has extensive trial 
experience as lead counsel in jury and nonjury cases before state and federal courts and before the 
United States International Trade Commission, as well as ex parte and inter partes experience in the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. He has had substantial experience as lead counsel in arbitrations 
and other alternative dispute resolution proceedings. He also actively practices before the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, having appeared in 35 appeals to date.  

In 2011, Ken was named to Intellectual Asset Management's IAM Patent Litigation 250 - The World's 
Leading Patent Litigators and ranked as a top attorney in the "Individuals - U.S. International Trade 
Commission," and, as a Band 1 lawyer in "Individuals - Illinois" and "Individuals - National" 
categories. He was recognized as a "true leader and luminary trial lawyer" who is "sharp and 
extremely effective both in federal district court litigation and before the ITC." In 2012, in IAM's 
The World's Leading Patent Practitioners 1000, he was again named a top attorney in Individuals - US 
International Trade Commission, and was named to Gold Band Individuals - Litigation in Illinois.  
In 2013, he continued in the IAM 1000 publication as a Gold Band Individual - Litigation in Illinois 
and as a recommended attorney in "Individuals - US ITC"; being described as "a 'brash and bold 
winner' who secures superb results for clients.“  In 2014, Ken maintained those rankings, with IAM 
saying he’s a “Nationally renowned trial lawyer . . . [who] has a tremendous amount of energy and 
is a commanding presence in the courtroom.”  The International Who's Who of Business Lawyers: 
Patent 2013, named him one of its most highly regarded individuals and called Ken "'unparalleled‘ 
in patent litigation.”  Who’s Who Legal Patents 2014 again named him as one of its Most Highly 
Regarded Individuals, and said that “the ‘phenomenal’ Kenneth Adamo . . . is widely 
acknowledged as a ‘frontrunner’ of US patent litigation.  He regularly appears as lead counsel 
before state and federal courts and before the International Trade Commission, and recently acted 
in high profile infringement cases for clients including IBM, Samsung . . .”  The 2014 edition of 
Chambers USA, Americas Leading Lawyers for Business, ranked Ken in Band 1 in Illinois for the fourth 
consecutive year, and noted his being  described by clients as an attorney who is “highly 
professional,” “very responsive”, and “very attentive.”  The 2013 edition of Chambers USA, 
America's Leading Lawyers for Business, praised Ken for his "great court skills." The 2012 edition of 
Chambers USA called Ken "an outstanding patent litigator." The 2011 edition described him as 
"very dynamic and great on patent litigation." Chambers Global, The World's Leading Lawyers for 
Business 2012, said Ken is "an outstanding patent litigator," while Chambers Global 2011 noted that 
Ken is "revered for his powerful courtroom presence." In 2010, Chambers ranked Ken as a Star 
Performer in Ohio and Band 1 in Texas, with clients remarking that he "has unparalleled stature as 
a patent litigator and is 'incredibly smart with a strong presence that makes him very persuasive to 
a judge and jury,'" as well as that he "enjoys national recognition for his IP practice, which 
encompasses patent, trademark and copyright issues." "He's got the energy, the eye for detail and 
the courtroom presence - he's just a superb trial lawyer.“  In 2014 Ken was named as Patent 
Litigation (Chicago) Lawyer of the Year by Best Lawyers.  Managing Intellectual Property IP Stars 
United States 2014, noted that “[Ken] writes and lectures extensively on intellectual property and is 
widely praised for his thought leadership and track record serving as lead trial counsel in 
jurisdictions around the country”. 

Ken has written and lectured on many areas of intellectual property law including U.S. permanent 
injunction/eBay practice, U.S. discovery practice (including e-discovery), International Trade 
Commission proceedings, cyberart, the doctrine of equivalents/prosecution history estoppel, 
exhaustion, internet jurisdiction, effects of non-U.S. adjudications on U.S. litigation and AIA post-
grant USPTO proceedings. 

Recent major representations in intellectual property litigation as lead counsel include U.S. federal 
court and ITC cases for Accenture, American Honda Motors, Atofina, CMO-Innolux, Dell, 
Freescale Semiconductor/Motorola, Genencor, IBM, Koch Industries/Georgia-Pacific, Lenovo, 
MediaTek, Nestle, Nokia, Procter & Gamble, ON Semiconductor, Samsung, Sharp, TEL, Texas 
Instruments, TSMC, ViewSonic and Xilinx.  
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